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FoNR have been given the go ahead to launch a major fund-
raising project from the start of next season. The project 
should raise a significant sum of money for Newport RFC 
whilst giving supporters the opportunity to put something 
visible and memorable into the fabric of the new stadium. 

The finite details have yet to be worked out, but people will 
be able to purchase an engraved brick which will be built into 
a wall, in the new BISLEY Stand. The project will be co-
ordinated between the FoNR, Rodney Parade Ltd and the 
Stadium Developer and further details will be available from 
FoNR soon. Details of pricing will be firmed up in the near 
future, as will ordering arrangements. 

The opportunities are 
endless. You may just 
want to see your name 
in the wall or leave a 
permanent message 
for all visitors to New 
Rodney Parade to see. 

Be a part of the Wall 

of Fame!  

 

More details from FoNR coming soon!  

You  can  view  this  

copy  of  our news-

letter in full colour 

on the Trust website 

at www.fonr.co.uk.  
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For those who did not travel to Parc-y-Scarlets on Friday November 25
th
 FoNR ar-

ranged for the match to be shown on the big screen in Rodney Hall. 

After the game FoNR held a órace nightô 
which was a nice bit of fun and also gave an 
opportunity for those attending  to win a cou-
ple of quid whilst raising funds to support 
rugby at Rodney Parade. 

Some Newport RFC and Dragons players at-

tended the night  making and taking bets on 

the 8 races that were held. 

Giddy Up! 

Thanks to a donation from FoNR the 

ôcabbage patchõ can again be utilised 

for training sessions during the darker 

winter evenings.   

 

FoNR responded to a request from New-

port RFC to upgrade the current flood-

lights. 

The Futureõs Bright Thanks to FoNR 

 

Donõt forget to check out the site at www.historyofnewport.co.uk. 

New information is added all the time ! 
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Weôre Watching... 
Newport RFC asked if FoNR could assist with raising the stan-

dards of ability to analyse games particularly post match.  A FoNR 

donation has secured the services of Owen Griffiths (pictured) as 

the new analyst who video's and codes the games, clipping the  

good, bad and the ugly clips together to allow the players to ob-

serve. He also provides individual/unit comparative stats and can 

provide analysis support on opposition. 

  

Mike Sage commented, ñHe is certainly an asset to Newport RFC. 

His analysis is slick and very effective and he certainly benefits 

the club.  Having a professional analyst on board will allow the 

coaches to go into greater depth with team and player analysis.ò   

 

Owen told the FONR, ñAs an integral part of the óPrincipalityô Welsh Premiership, Newport RFC 
are at the forefront of, as a semi-professional club, developing a professional attitude and ap-
proach to the way that we conduct ourselves in training and on match day.  
 
As top flight sport is consistently evolving and developing, the provision of feedback for teams 
and athletes via computerised analysis has become paramount to success. Performance analy-
sis has been described by many as óone of the key elements in the structure of the coaching 
processô and that feedback attained using the analytical tools now available through develop-
ments in technology has improved and augmented a coachôs ability to critique performance, 
through the generation of specific statistics and information that is desired about performance.  
 
For the past few seasons, with the aid of the WRU, Newport RFC have been able to tap into this 
resource and gain some of the main forms of feedback available in rugby union with footage of 
games being provided with vital statistics in terms of team and player performance. However, 
this season, with the help of the Friends of Newport Rugby Trust, we have been able to take our 
analysis procedures one step further and enlist the support of an analyst to come in on Tues-
days pre-training, and with the aid of the coaches, put together a review of the weekendôs game, 
highlighting both positive and negative critical instances from it for feedback, as well as then on 
a Thursday, providing a preview of the opposition to be faced the following weekend, to bring to 
the players attention opposition strengths and weaknesses, as well as their key plays/players. 

 
With these enhancements to feedback, players and coaches can take key 
work-ons from the weekendôs games, as well as set team and individual 
targets for further player development, and the future progression of New-
port RFC as a top contender in the Welsh Premiership.ò 

Help us raise more funds by joining  

the Bullion Draw ñ details on page 11 



Once again it is my pleasure to endorse the efforts of the FoNR and to acknowledge their con-
tribution to our organisation.  

The new Bisley Stand has been a great success in that it is a state of the art building that im-
presses everyone who visits it,  the new superstore is both eye catching and well laid out  whilst 
the ticket office is meeting every new challenge that is being thrown at it.  

But, like all new ventures, we have experienced a number of teething troubles that without the 
understanding and patience of the majority of our supporters could have been disastrous, the 
near tropical downpour when the Dragons played the Cardiff Blues being an example of how 
difficult it is to manage all the elements that can affect the effective running of the stadium. 

However, the main thing is that the stand is not only being used as a rugby day facility but is 
utilised throughout the working week as a conference centre and meeting venue. This adds to 
our income streams and can only benefit the long term future of the region. 

The whole Bisley Stand venture is an on-going work in progress and is resulting in my hair 
greying by the day. Nevertheless should any of you have any ideas on improvements or 
thoughts on how things are going please donôt hesitate to contact us at the club as we are keen 
to respond to the wishes of you, our loyal supporters. 

May I also take this opportunity to wish each and every one of you a happy and prosperous 
New Year. 

  

Mark Jones ðHead Of Operations ðRodney Parade Ltd  
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The November draw was made at a recent 
Rodney Parade Quiz Night, where TV 
Quiz celebrity Mark 'The Beast' Labbett 
pulled out the winning numbers.  

Mark is one of the 'Chasers' in the ITV tea-
time quiz show 'The Chase' and has be-
come a very popular competitor. 

Mark is a regular at the quiz nights either 
competing or acting as quiz master. 

Normally the quiz starts at 2030 on the last 

Wednesday of the month.     

Check www.fonr.co.uk for more details. 

 

The Bullion Beast? 

Bullion News 
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Match Day Guest Scheme 

For more information contact:  
nick.blackandambers@live.co.uk  

The Friends of Newport Rugby Trust continue to run the Matchday Guest Scheme 

where teams/schools take part in the 

pre-match skills session run by FoNR 

Community Coach, Joe Crocker, ably 

assisted by Newport RFC players. 

Following this they perform the Guard of 

Honour duties for the teams as they take 

to the pitch. 

 

FoNR also provide Newport RFC with 

their match-day mascots for all home 

matches. 

                                     Dragons Community: Easter Skills Camps 2012  

                                     At the start of the New Year the Dragons can give their loyal fans, both 

parents and kids something to look forward to as we proudly announce the dates of their Easter 

Skills Camps. These are very popular with everyone as they provide exciting entertainment for 

our budding players whilst offering much relief to parents who have the chance to offload their 

offspring for at least one day of the school holidays! 

The Community Department have been successfully delivering these camps for over 10 years 

now and offer a package that includes developing playerôs confidence whilst giving everyone the 

opportunity to improve their generic ball and running skills. 

Book early for these camps and avoid any disappointment as they tend to go very quickly. 

*Week One*  

Tuesday 10
th

 April 2012          Easter Camp 10 & 11 years 

Wednesday 11
th

 April 2012    Easter Camp   8 & 9 years 

 *Week Two*  

Tuesday 17
th

 April 2012          Easter Camp 12 ï 14 years 

Wednesday 18
th

 April 2012    Easter Camp   8 ï 11 years 

 Application forms are available in the community section of the Dragons website  


